
Wall to Wallcoverings
A useful guide to vinyl wallcoverings
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There are endless possibilities for elevating any space through art. 
Whether you decide to keep things small and minimal, or make a big 

statement is entirely dependent on the needs of your design. 

When considering how to make a wall-to-wall art moment, the option of choice for many of our 
clients is vinyl wallcovering. It’s an excellent option for those needing an economic, durable alter-
native to hand-painted murals. Better yet, wallcoverings provide a highly-customizable, low-mainte-
nance option that reduces cost without losing any artfulness.

In our latest e-book, we will share with you everything you need to know if you’re considering 
working with vinyl wallcovering on your next project. We’ll cover the benefits, the varieties, exam-
ples and some additional pro tips.
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If you’re trying to decide between a hand-painted mural or a wallcovering for a future project, there are many 
benefits you should know about. 

Here are just a few of the most important ones to keep in mind:

The Benefits of  Vinyl Wallcovering

Highly customizable

Vinyl wallcovering is perfect for designers 
looking for an option that is easily and precisely 
customized. Like a design but want it to exactly 
match a brand’s colors? The in-house design 
team at KBAA has decades of experience in 
tailoring designs and custom art to the precise 
specifications of our clients.

Added texture

While vinyl wallcoverings used to be surface prints 
without texture, today’s wallcoverings come with a 
range of textural surfaces, color and contemporary 
detail options. Additionally, you can use wallcovering 
to create the illusion of a textured wall for your space. 
Texture in vinyl wallcoverings can also help hide wear 
and tear that may occur over time.
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Economical

If your budget doesn’t allow for a hand-painted 
mural, wallcoverings are an excellent solution. 
Beyond the reduced expense of creating and 
installing wallcoverings versus a mural, the general 
consensus is that by using wallcoverings you save 
approximately 30% over time in maintenance.

Longer lasting

One of the biggest reasons wallcoverings are 
a more economical option is because of their 
resilience. Vinyl wallcovering lasts longer than  
paint or traditional stock wallpaper and, unlike 
paint, they do not require long-term maintenance.

Low maintenance, high durability

Unlike commercial painting projects where 
regular cleanings and new top coats are required, 
wallcoverings are a “set and forget” option. For the 
least forgiving install locations, you can prepare 
for increased wear and tear by using water- and 
stain-resistant vinyl top coatings. This way a simple 
wipe with a damp rag can easily bring a worn 
wallcovering back to life. Additionally, washable 
and scrubbable wallcoverings are options 
for projects with the most rigorous cleaning 
schedules.

The healthiest option

Unlike other wall treatments, wallcovering doesn’t 
cause mold or mildew. This is an especially 
important attribute for hospitality and healthcare 
projects. Looking into microvented wallcovering 
is a proactive approach that can help you 
avoid mold and mildew issues later on in the 
wallcovering’s lifespan. 
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Choosing the Right Type of  Wallcovering

When considering working with vinyl wallcoverings, an important initial step in the art specification project 
is to determine what type you need for your job. 

First off, you’ll want to make sure you’re using contract wall-coverings as those have been tested by the 
American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) using Federal Specification guidelines. These guidelines 
address important issues such as washability, mildew resistance, shrinkage, abrasion resistance and flame 
spread, just to name a few.

Within contract vinyl wallcovering there are three types to choose from. You’ll choose which type you want 

to use based on where you’ll be placing the wallcovering and what the standards are for your specific use. 
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Type II

Using Type II vinyl works for the majority 
of commercial interiors and is the most 
commonly type used in the hospitality 
industry. Examples of places where using 
Type II vinyl wallpaper is commonly used 
include high traffic areas in hospitality, 
healthcare, office, retail, etc.

Type III

The most durable of contract wallcoverings, 
Type III vinyl wallcovering is manufactured 
for use in very high-traffic locations. Type III 
wallcoverings must meet the highest federal 
requirements for abrasion, breaking, and tear 
resistance. Although Type II wallcoverings are 
usually sufficient for most projects, Type III 
may be required for some areas. In buildings 
where movable equipment or heavy traffic is 
common (such as in hospital corridors and 
elevators) Type III might be the right choice.

Type I

This is the light-duty, commercial-grade vinyl 
wallcovering type. Type I is commonly used 
in apartment and office buildings, hotel 
rooms, waiting rooms, and for other budget-
conscious projects. You can also use this type 
of vinyl for ceilings and areas with minimal 
wear-and-tear.

Available Types of  Vinyl Wallcoverings
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Once you have decided where you’re going to use vinyl 
wallcoverings, you’ll need to start thinking about the kind of 
look and feel you’d like to achieve. We recommend focusing 
on three areas: scope, subject matter and proportions.

Scope refers to how much of the room you are planning to 
cover with your wallcovering. You may choose to cover all of 
the walls, or you might decide to use the wallcovering as an 
accent wall. From there, the scope and type of project you’re 
working on will narrow your subject matter choices. 

Finally, proportions are an important consideration after 
you’ve decided on scope and subject matter. How big or 
how small the focal elements of your wallcovering should be 
in harmony with the scope and subject matter. 

Creating an Art Moment with Vinyl Wallcoverings

It can be difficult to source existing 
artwork that meets your standards across 
all three areas. That’s why working with an 
art advisory like KBAA with an in-house 
design team is an excellent option.

Whatever your scope, subject matter and 
proportion needs are, our gifted designers 
can create a one-of-a-kind solution for 
any space. 
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Wallcovering Case Studies 

The art package for The Sound Seattle was 
inspired by iconic Seattle sights and the 
storied musical history of the area. Using 
supergraphics was our way of sharing the 
city’s huge cultural imprint with guests in an 
equally monumental way. 

For The Sound Hotel Seattle Belltown’s 
guest rooms we used vinyl wallcoverings 
as accent walls to add personality and 
emphasize the narrative in every room. 

Supergraphics featuring Seattle skylines, 
fractured records, keyboards and sound 
waves give rooms and suites a one-of-
a-kind feeling that is the trademark of 
Hilton Tapestry properties. In addition to 
the guest rooms, the hotel’s club lounge, 
residences reception and bar all feature 
large-scale graphics. 
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Concept to Completion

Organic, linear line, earth and gem tones

Japanese-Inspired Wallcovering

Original Custom Concept by KBAA
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Layered Leaves and Branches Wallcovering 

Muted in color, natural, indigenous botanicals

Original Custom Concept by KBAA
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KBAA Custom Concepts

Contemplative 
abstract mountains 
watercolors

Gold, marble, luxurious 
aesthetic, inspired by nature

Abstract, deep blue palette, 
inspired by heat maps and 
the city skyline
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Additional tips

Elevate with Embellishment

If you are looking to add a personal 
flourish to your vinyl wallcovering, you 
should consider partnering with an artist 
to add hand-embellishments after install. 

Get Original with Placement

Don’t let the word “wall” keep you from 
experimenting with the placement of 
your wallcovering. Consider all possible 
locations, like ceilings and floors.

Bolster a Hometown Narrative

One of the most common requests 
we get from designers is to imbue 
the history and culture of a property’s 
location in our art specification. Use 
wallcoverings to create a big, location-
specific art moment.

Additional Tip

Statement ceilings are a 
trend we are seeing increase 
in popularity. Whether you 
go bold or more minimalist, 
the right ceiling design can 
amplify your interior design.



Need More Advice? We’re Happy to Help.

There are so many benefi ts and things to know about working with vinyl 
wallcoverings that we really had to stick just to the essentials for this e-book. 
If you still feel like you could use some more guidance, we are here to help. 
KBAA’s experienced art advisors and in-house design team are here to help 
you take your project to the next level with wallcoverings inspired by your design.

Get in touch and contact us today!

310.264.7777 | LetsTalk@kevinbarry.com




